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1. \ (Amended) A context-sensitive data announcing device comprising 

ad hoc network interface configured to receive one or more announcements identifying 
one or morevmembers of an ad hoc network; 

a database comprising information regarding one or more of the members; 
a processor configured to extract the information regarding the one or more members 
from the database usrag the identifying announcement; and 

a user output device for outputting the information regarding the one or more members. 



2. (Unchanged) The device of claim 1 further comprising a queue for storing the 
infotanation regarding the one or more members. 

3. (Amencte^) The device of claim 2 wherein the queue couples the information regarding 
the one or more membfei^to the user output device in the order the announcements were 
received. 



(Amended) The device of claim 2 wherein 

he information regarding an urgent member comprises an urgent designation; and 
the queue is configured to couple the information regarding the urgent member to the user 
output device befefce the information regarding at least some of the one or more members. 




5. TKlJchanged) The device of claim 1 wherein the processor is configured to extract the 
information reg^irg the one or more members that are proximate to the device. 



6. (Unchanged) The device of claim 5 wherein the processor is configured to determine the 
proximity of the one or more memobis using a signal strength provided by the network interface. 
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(Unchanged) The device of claim 5 wherein the processor is configured to determine the 
proxintejv of a member using the number of hops among members the announcement associated 
with the memberitmdebefore being received by the ad hoc network interface. 

8. (Unchanged) The devic^a^claim 1 wherein the ad hoc network interface uses one of 
radio frequency communications, opticaTfc^nmunications, or wired communications. 

9. (Amended) The device of claim I wherein the user output device comprises one of a 
vibrating mechanism, an audio output, or a visual output. 

10X (Amended) A method for an announcing member of an ad hoc network to announce the 
presencteof one or more member s of the ad hoc network, the method comprising 

receiving an identif ying announcement from one or more members of the ad hoc network; 

accessmg a database uAng the one or more identifying announcements to retrieve 
information regarafcng each of the one or more members of the ad hoc network from which an 
announcement was received; and 

outputting the information to a user output device. 

1 lNw (Unchanged) The method of claim 10 further comprising queuing the identifying 
announcements. 



12. (Unchanged. The method of claim 1 1 wherein queuing comprises queuing the 
identifying announcements in the order received. 
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13. (Uncmmged) The method of claim 11 wherein queuing comprises raising an urgent 
identifying announcement to a top of the queue. 

14. (Unchanged) The method of claim 10 further comprising 

determining the prWmity to the announcing member of each of the members of the ad 
hoc network from which theVnnouncing member received an announcement; and 

outputting comprises oufcmitting only the identifying data for members of the ad hoc 
network that are proximate to the announcing member. 

15. (Unchanged) The method of claim\4 wherein 

the announcements hop among membefc§ of the ad hoc network in order to reach the 
announcing member and wherein 

determining the proximity comprises counting the hops an announcement made before 
reaching the announcing member. 

16. (Unchanged) The method of claim 14 further compressing 
measuring the signal strength of each received identifying announcement, and wherein 
determining the proximity comprises comparing the signal strength of each received 

identifying announcement to a threshold. 

17. (Unchanged) The method of claim 10 further comprising building foae database. 

18. (Unchanged) The method of claim 17 wherein building the database comprises 
extracting new information from the one or more identifying announcement^; and 
storing the new information in the database. 
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19. (Unchanged) The method of claim 17 wherein building the database comprises 

retrieving new infonnStieikfjran a database external to the announcing member; and 
storing the new information in the dataEi 



(Amended) A system for identifying members of an ad hoc network, the system 
comprising 

)mmunicators, associated with one or more source members and a display member, for 
communicaHng announcements regarding the source members between the source members md 
the display member; 

a database comprising information regarding the source members; 
a processor configih^d to access the database using the announcements to produce 
accessed information; and 

an output associated with the display member for outputting the accessed ^formation. 



21. T^Jnshanged) The system of claim 20 wherein the processor is configured to access the 
database for only thosesSoK^members that are proximate to the display member. 
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(Amended) The system of claim 21 wherein 

h\\ 



^ \ \ an announcement passes through zero or more communicators as it travels from the 




source members to the display member; and 

the^processor is configured to determine the proximity of a source member to the display 
member based on the number of communicators the announcement passed through between the 
source member and the display member. 

v 23. (Unchanged) The system of claim 21 further comprising 

one or more signals for carrying rhe announcements between the source members and the 
display member; 

a sigmAstrength measurer asstx:iated wilh the display member, the signal strength 
measurer producing signal strength for each signal received from a source member; and 
wherein 

the processor is conf!)gured to determine the proximity of the source members to the 
display member using the respectfye signal strengths. 

24. (Unchanged) The system of claim^O wherein the output displays the accessed 
information for the source members in the orde^that the announcements were received from the 
respective source members. 
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25. (t^RQhanged) The system of claim 20 wherein 
the accessed^rffwiaalion for each source member has an associated urgency, the urgency 

having an order; and 

the output displays the accessed information foHtig source members in the order of 
urgency. 

26. (Unchanged) The system of claim 20 wherein the processor is assorted with the display 
member. 



27. (Unchanged) The system of cldm 20 wherein the database is associated with the disj^ay 
member. 
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